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for its scenic corridor of live oaks,
was established by
Englishman Major John Boone on
the banks of the
Wamp a c h e on e
River in 1681.
Its att rac t ions
include a tour
of the mansion,
gardens, original
slave cabins, and
a nearby farmer’s
market with local produce and
homemade meals.
Patriots Point
is home to the
aircraft carrier
USS Yorktown,
dest royer USS
Life, submarine
USS Clamagore,
Medal of Honor
Mus eum and
America’s only Vietnam
Naval Support Base Camp.
Fort Moultrie, located on
Sullivan Island, is a log fort
on the slopes of Charleston
Harbor, managed by the
National Park Service. The
fort is famous for the first
patriot victory over the
British Navy in 1776. Check
out the visitor’s center,
which features a 20-minute f i lm and exhibits.
Shem Creek Marina is a
popular dining and entertainment complex just
across the Ravenel Bridge.
Shem Creek Park features
a 2,200-foot boardwalk
through marshland. It is
home to many restaurants
and pubs (including Red’s
Ice House, Shem Creek
Bar and Grill, and Tavern
& Table) along with kayak
and paddleboard rentals
along Shrimp Boat Lane.
Shem Creek Inn (www.shemcreekinn.com), located
across the marina, has private balcony rooms, breakfast included, free parking
and a large outdoor pool.
Dining
When you want to eat
at the best places in any
vacation destinations, my
advice is to ask the locals.
Since Lowcountry cuisine is

what’s featured here, I dined
primarily on fresh fish and
seafood, rice and beans and
BBQ, usually outdoors on
spacious patios. Some of my
favorites in Mount Pleasant, suggested by locals,
included:
• Pages Okra Grill (www.
pagesokragrill.com)
• Mustard Seed (www.
dinewithsal.com/mustard)
• Boulevard Diner (www.
boulevarddiners.com)
• The Shelter Kitchen
and Bar (www.theshelterkitchenandbar.com)
• Five Loaves (www.fiveloavescafe.com)
Any visit to Mount Pleasant will include a 20-minute
drive to Sullivan’s Island,
noted for its historic beach
houses, sandy beaches,
wooded marshlands and
restaurants, most with large
outdoor patio seating. Locals’ favorites include: Poe’s
Tavern (www.poestavern.
com); Salt at Station 22
(www.saltstation22.com),
Sullivan’s Steakhouse (sullivanssteakhouse.com); and
Dunleavy’s Irish Pub (dunleavysonsullivans.com).
Nearby, Isle of Palms
features six miles of wide
Atlantic sandy beachfronts
and majestic dunes. Recommended dining includes
The Boathouse Breach Inlet (www.boathouserestaurants.com), Obstinate
Daughter (www.theobstinatedaughter.com), and
the Windjammer (www.
the-windjammer.com), featuring a bar menu, outdoor
deck overlooking the ocean
and live music most nights.
For more information,
contact the Charleston Area
Convention and Visitors
Bureau at 800-794-0006 or
visit explorecharleston.com.
Columbus-based travel writer Aaron Leventhal conducts
small group travel trips. He
is interested in developing
a trip to Mount Pleasant at
the end of the year that will
feature golfing. Interested
persons should email leventhal43206@gmail.com.
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